Tuesday, September 16, 2003
2 Chronicles 15:1 - 16:14
Verse 2 in the NIV translation reads, “If you seek him, he will be found by you.” This phrase is better translated by the NASB which reads, “And ﻿if you seek Him, He will let you find Him.” We cannot find God on our own. He is always seeking us and opening our eyes so that we can see Him. Again, at the end of verse 4, the NASB reads “… and He let them find Him.”
The author said in chapter 14 that Asa destroyed the places of false worship in the nation, but now we again read that Asa destroyed these places. It may be that Asa intensified his effort after the prophet’s visit, but it may also be that this is a detailed explanation of why Asa began his crusade against idolatry. Early authors in that area of the world often told a story two times. The first was to outline the event; then they followed immediately with the details of the story. Some scholars think that chapters 1 and 2 of Genesis is another example of this practice.

Another interesting statement in today’s verses is in 15:8 where it says that upon hearing the prophet’s words, Asa “took courage”.  It is never easy to go against prevailing opinion. Tearing down the false altars and images that the people held dear was difficult, even for a king. Remember how unpopular kings were removed in those days!  It is also hard for us to proclaim our Lord in the midst of a culture that denies both God’s authority and His uniqueness. Our own experience as Christians may help us understand some of Asa’s feelings in his situation. 

The end of Asa’s reign is disappointing. No king seems able to get to the “and he lived happily ever after” part of the story. Sin always interrupts our efforts at righteousness. As Paul said in Romans 7, “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? ﻿Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  In contrast to Paul’s humility, perhaps Asa voiced his pride as something like, “How can you criticize ME since I have done such a good job?!” 

[Just as a little note—I looked on the web for some additional information on Asherah, wondering if anyone even thought about the old goddess anymore. I found that not only do they think of her, they worship her! There is even a goddess altars source (this is a serious site, not a parody) for worshippers, and Asherah has her own altar site with prayers. She is very big with new-age and feminist religions. The goddess is often associated with trees (fertility) and her legs were generally replaced with a base suitable for setting into the ground.]
